ABSTRACT
Antifertility effects by ethinyloestradiol (EO) have been extensively investi¬ gated (Watnick et al 1964; Gueguen 1965; Kind 8c (Davis 1964) . 3, Sigma) added to the polymerization reaction mixture was suspended in steroid solvent (Armour). With gentle stirring during polymerization, a slurry formed. This was washed with 3 X 20 ml H20 and it often had to be forced through a syringe (10 ml, B-D) a few times to be made injectable. Treated hamsters received 0.2 ml implants by sc injection. being assayed with the fluorometric method described by Ittrich (1958 Ittrich ( , 1960 Table 2 show that pregnant animals had similar numbers of corpora lutea and viable foetuses, irrespective of treatment.
Foetal résorptions were more frequent ( 2 = 10.3; 0.005 > ) among remated females of groups V and VI than in untreated females (Fig. 3) . On the other hand, a comparison of foetal crown-rump lengths in these re-mated animals with those obtained for the control group (Fig. 3) reveals that in this respect foetal development was not significantly affected (Dmax = 0.07; N.S.). In both groups, 12 days after mating, the median foetal length was 1.2 cm. (Fig. 1) . Second, pregnant, EO treated hamsters had relatively normal litters and ovulation rates (Table 2 ). It appears from these facts that EO acted at some point after ovulation; pseudopregnancy in non-pregnant animals indicates the presence of corpora lutea and, as noted, ovulation rates were unimpaired among fertile females treated with the steroid. A plausible explanation is that EO treatment altered oviduct contractility and fertilized eggs became prematurely deposited in the uterus (Whitney 8c 
